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Hon Adele Farina; Hon Donna Faragher 

SUBACUTE MENTAL HEALTH UNIT — BUNBURY 
Statement 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [6.20 pm]: I would like to bring to the house my concern about some of 
the answers I have received during question time relating to the Bunbury subacute mental health facility. 
Yesterday, I asked the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for Mental Health a question about the 
Bunbury subacute mental health facility. In response to the first part of the question, the minister said, in part — 

Funding for the mental health subacute facility in Bunbury was allocated in the 2014–15 budget. 
Today I asked the minister another question about the Bunbury subacute mental health facility. The minister’s 
answer to the first part of that question was — 

No funding was allocated for the facility in 2014–15. 
Ten minutes later I asked the minister a further question. In response to the first part of that question, the 
minister said — 

Funding for the mental health subacute facility in Bunbury was allocated in the 2014–15 budget. 
Clearly, all those answers cannot be correct; they are mutually exclusive. I remain none the wiser about whether 
funding was allocated for the subacute mental health facility in Bunbury in 2014–15 because the minister is 
completely unclear about whether funding was allocated in 2014-15; she has provided me with inconsistent 
answers. I want to make it clear that my issue is not with the Minister for Planning, who is representing the 
Minister for Mental Health in this chamber, even though unfortunately, under our standing orders, the 
responsibility is hers. My issue is with the Minister for Mental Health, who clearly has this information within 
her knowledge—or should do, because it is her ministerial responsibility—and clearly signed off on two answers 
today that were inconsistent. Even if the minister did not remember the answers she gave me yesterday, one 
would think the fact that she signed off on two questions this morning that were completely different—poles 
apart—would have alerted her to the fact that there is a problem with the advice she is getting from her office. 
The President has consistently told us in this house that we ask the questions and there is no rule that requires us 
to like the answers that we get, but in this case they are completely inconsistent. There is a requirement that 
members of this house not mislead the house in providing information, and clearly there is an obligation on 
ministers not to mislead the house when answering parliamentary questions. Clearly, all the answers to these 
questions cannot be right. I ask the Minister for Planning to again consult the Minister for Mental Health, and if 
I could have a very clear yes or no answer to whether funding was allocated for this facility in 2014–15. It is 
a very simple question, requiring a yes or no answer. If the minister could get it right and be consistent, that 
would be great. 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Planning) [6.23 pm]: I have heard what 
Hon Adele Farina has said. I will go back and look at the three questions. I appreciate, as she has said, that 
although her request relates to the Minister for Mental Health, I am responsible for the answers given in this 
place. I will undertake to go back and look at those questions. I will liaise with the Minister for Mental Health 
and, if I need to make any corrections to the answers I have already provided, I will certainly do so. There was 
certainly no intent on my behalf to mislead the house. Hon Adele Farina knows that with respect to questions 
that are put to me, I always try to make sure, if some clarification is required, that I seek to do that. If some 
clarification is required, I will certainly report back to the house. 

House adjourned at 6.24 pm 
__________ 
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